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a Cannot but own with Grief, 
@ that fince my late Return in~: 
to the World, feveral things | 
have occurred to my Notice, 
which have given:me no lit-. 
RBS tle Difturbance. : Of thefe 
—@ © I fhath at prefent only men+ 
 Bitedeclining State of Wit and Learn-. 






























si bb, ‘than when I made my Exit 


lisa melancholly thing to read the 
mof that barbarous Ignorance; which 
pread this Nation in former oy I 
et a Charter granted by Withred 
the Saxon Kings of Kent, mthe 8th’ 
Pry, in the Clofe of which, he modeftly 
PPlis want of Learning ; and fers his 
Mtoit, inftead of Writing his Name, 
he confefles himfelf not able. to do. 
Plearning had made no great Progrefs 
Mus in many Hundred Years after, 
iS but too plain from: the! Sentence 
itands at theRlead of this Paper, which 
Fi the Great Earl of Shrewsbury in the 
; nof Harry the Sixth, bore for the Motto 
Charging Sword. 


PSTEAD of laughing at the Simpli- 
tt Barbarity of our Anceftors, let us 
take an occafion from thefe Inftances, 
Puldering the State of Learning in our 
ity, thro’ feveral Ages, down to this 
Mt Time. A Learned Man has given us 
Mount, in his Chronicon Pretiofum, of the 
pititive Value of Money in England, 

ttal Centuries ; and fhown us, that a 
with five Pounds a Year, in fomeé of 
od Ages, might have kept as good 
Is-and as large an Equipage, as any 
"1 now pretend to do with almoft 


[Price Twe-Pence.]} 
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jwhich are certainly now at a much: 


five Hundred. What he obferves with re- 
{pect to Gold‘arid Silver, is exaétly the fatne 
with regard to Learning : A little of ir, when! 
it was fearce and uncommon, weft a great’ 
way in the Times of our Anceftors: And’ 
asa Knight was reckon’d Rich with Thirty,” 
atid''a Baron ‘formidable with an Hundred” 
Pounds .a Year ; £6 Man witi the fame: 
{mall Proportion (2s we fhonld even now” 
think it) of Knowledze, paffed for a pros: 
digious Scholar in thofe Doys, and was the’ 
Oracie ‘of the Age in which‘he lived. 


A S Learning began to floutifh abroad in: 
the Age preceéditig the Refortnation ; fo'a’ 
good Share of it was foon imported itto this: 
Ifland. Sir Thomas More, Archbifhop Cran 
mer, and Lord Bacon, were the great Tra-' 
ders in Learnitg, who ftocked the Nation’ 
with it, and brought down ‘the Value ‘of 
Literature to a‘ much lower rate than ever 
it had gone at’before amongft us. Front 
their times Greek and Latin began to be cheap 
Commodities : and a little Urchity from’ the 
School at Weftminfter, would mow have 
puzzled all the Sages that fat in the Hall 
but an Age before. 


IN the latter Part of the Reign of King 
James, and in that of Charlesthe Firft, tho 
Learning was in good plenty among the 
Clergy and Gentry, it continu’d a Fares 
Commodity among the common People, wha 
fet a high Rate upon it, and thought them- 
felves hardly dealt with by the Preacher, if 
he did not in hisSermon fcatter fomes Pieces 
of Greek and Latin amongft them, which 
they receivd with great Humility and Ad- 
mitation. Since that time,Learning is grown, 
as we exprefs it, almoft every body’s Mo- 
ney; and the meaneft Mechanick thinks-he- 
deals hardly with his Son, except he affords 

him 








him-a litele dath'of Propria quae Maribus, and 
As in prafenti ; and fo generally fends him to 


the Latiz School for two or three Years, to * 


‘ 


be flafhed and cuffed into a little Learning, © 


a he binds him ’Prentice to a Grocer or 
a Taylor, 


* T look upon the Reign of King Charles the 
Second, to be the time when Learning was 
at its loweft Value in England; or in other 
Words, when it abounded in greateft Plenty 
amongft us. Ever fipge-fhat; time, it 
idly been a riding Comasndltey. We ™ 
every day Pieces publifhed with great Ap- 
plaufe; which I am afraid wold hardly have 
pafled Mufter in the Days of that Monarch: 


And it is very certain, that a Gentleiian™ 


in this Age, makes a better, Figure in, 
the Coffee-Houfes about Town, upon the 
Strength of aii Epigram, an Ode, or-a 
sempecn, that is but barely tolerable. ; than 


Dryden could have pretendéd to do forty ~ 


Years upon the Merit of writing 4b. 
Salom and Achitophel. 


“ANOTHER unanfwerable Proof that) 
Learning is greatly increas-d in Value, with-, 
in thefe two or three laft Reigns; or, which | 
is the fame thing, will go for mare, and, 
at a higher Rate than it did before, may -be 
drawn from hence ; That many Gentlemen. 
fucceed better in the World, with a very 
moderate Stock of Literature, than thofe who. 
in the laft Century, fet out with:an immente. 
Fund of all kinds of Knowledge. There, 
are fome of my Acquaintance, who have. 

rocured two or three very confiderable 
Pofts, with’more flender Pretenfions, and 
much lefsDifficulty, than theirFathers before 
them obtained one. But the worft Symptom 
which I like in the State of Literature, is the 
Revival of feveral of thofe old Pieces falfe 
Wit, which were the Off-fpring of Mun- 
kith Duinefs ; and therefore Fie afraid, too 
furely prognofticate a fatal ‘Tendency a- 
mongft us, towards a Relap{e into the Con- 
dition of that Age of Darknefs in which they 
were firft produced, 


THO’ this Decreafe of Learning, or 
rather, as I would chufe to call it in a more 
genteel Phrafe, this Increafe of the Value of 
Learning, may be thought a Misfortune in 
general; yet cannot but obferve, that it 
will certainly prove a great Advantage to 
many particular Gentlemen, who are now 
fetting out into the World, in feveral Stu- 
dies and Profeffions. I fometimes meet with 
a, Sert of young Divines and Lawyers, ata 
Neighbouring Cotlee-Houfe ; who, tho” they 
ane now of nogreat Note at the Baror in 
the, Pulpit, may yet upon the Suppofition 
of the- Continuance of this great Increafe of 
the Walue of Learning, fill the higher Pofts 


coufd they, haye had ¢y¢ Patience to} 


pals. before he jis. well got reégulatly te ‘oo 
- through it : Aad then'4se Shall tamil 


of their Profeffion about fort 
hence with notable Merit aad ene 
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[believe fome of our i 
have forefeen this Decay ripen Write 
have me€ with two or three Dramatic’ 
formanices, which came into the W i F 
during my Abfence from jit, that were nail 
feftly calculated for an Age of Ignors i | 
mult confefs the Authors were q title 
hafty in pufhing then ifto the Wort: ¥ | 





aid about twenty ears longer li ia 
apt to think they would ltave~madea yell 
good: Figure vin the next\Generation al 
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been received by the Town with great 
plaufe: RET Oreo 


; ie ue se Pal ak L eS 
I am confirmed in this Opinion, by t aS 
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Learning, That tho’ ¢ 
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chodl$ dre, perhaps, rather fuller thay i 
. ver, vetabe: Noushd ne sof] & Be: : 
nerally make but a very fhort Proorefs . 
got a fufficient, Stock; z ni ; iy HOUSE 
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Diftinétion make bis Exit oat of § 


‘mee 
be thought as fit (as- perhaps he really j jt t0 
to be fent abroad, ere = Ini 4 ths ip 
am afraid alfo the long Talk of a War magn. 
have rouged up no {math number of Mari : 


Si ai? 
. 


Genius’s amongft us; and made fever y ©” 
hopeful, but afpirin Youths, much mofg **" 
bent upon imitating .e A Gtions of an Ale PETC’ 
ander or Fulius Cafar, tham upon readily“ 
the Hiftory of them, or a ky ar 
brate them either in Profe or Verie: Agi ef 


fwers 
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therefore, tho’ my Skill im theOccult Scien 
may, perhaps, inform me that fome of th 
will be Generals and Commanders of 








mies ; yet I cannot but figh in the midi Pia 
my Joy, at fo pleafing a Profpect, wit his "T 
behold their Honours rifing upon the R Nis ¢ 
of their Literature ; and fee at the dif Ly. 
of forty Years to come, this or fome ie Hi 
Motto of their own Compofing, graven lve : 
their Swords: Sum —— prd 0f hap 
Inimicos Mees fy 
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Juft Publithed, the Fourth Edition of TH 
A DISSERTATION concerning MISLETG Philofo, 
A moft wonderful Specifick Remedy for the Gi ns. 
Convulfive Diftempers. Calculated for the Benet” ver 
Poor as well as: the Rich, and heartily recommel link W 
the Good of Mankind, In Two Parts. By Sum ff 
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